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According to the U.S. Census Bureau, approximately 18.7 percent, or 56.7 million
people, had a disability in 2010 in the civilian population, which does not account for
individuals in institutions or nursing homes.2 Broken down by gender, 17.4 % of males
and 19.8 % of females had a disability in 2010.3 In 2010, the age-adjusted rate of violent
crime for males with disabilities was 26 per 1,000 in comparison to 16 per 1,000 for
males without disabilities. For females with disabilities, the rate of violent crime was 29
per 1,000, compared to 15 per 1,000 for females without disabilities.4 Serious violence
(aggravated assault, rape/sexual assault, and robbery) accounted for approximately 50%
of the violence perpetrated against persons with disabilities in 2010.5 Serious violent
victimization against persons with disabilities occurred at a rate of 16 per 1,000 persons
with disabilities, compared to a rate of 5 per 1,000 for persons without disabilities.
Because they are erroneously perceived as sick, helpless, asexual, and powerless, they are
seen as easy targets for sexual and gender-based violence.6 Because they lack both
general education and sexual health education, they may not recognize nor know how to
respond to such violence, where to go for assistance and support, or officials may dismiss
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their complaints simply because of their disability.7 Women and girls with disabilities
are more likely to experience gender-based violence than their non-disabled sisters.8
Disabled girls are sometimes subjected to bullying and teasing in school by their peers
based on their disability and gender. Bullying negatively impacts a child’s emotional and
cognitive development. Bullying can also cause low self=esteem and latent
aggressiveness or hostility that can erupt at any time. The Report of the U.S. National
council on Disability documents that bullying occurs in the United States.9
Therefore, it is essential that the proposed U.S. Department of Education regulations
under Title IX10 of the Education Amendments ensure that the sexual assault and
violence against women and girls with disabilities in schools is addressed and that all
procedures developed and implemented by schools address the specific needs of female
students, drawing on the legal requirements of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act11
and the Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA.)12 It would be shameful, given
the data referenced above, to fail to effectively address the sexual assault and
violence experienced by female students with disabilities in the schools of the
United States.
Submitted by: Stephanie ortoleva, Esq., President, Women enabled
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